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Emirates EK039 A380-842 from Dubai (OMDB) to Birmingham Airport (EGBB) 

missed approach 2024-11-28 

 

Michael Pierre de Villiers 

 

I was at the Birmingham Airport RWY 15 threshold view site when Emirates Airlines A380-

842 (8 years) A6-EUO flight 039 executed a RWY 15 missed approach at 11:52:05Z (Universal 

Time Coordinated or GMT of old) at 400ft AGL (122m Above Ground Level) climbing to 

2500ft (785m) before beginning a right hand turn to a downwind circuit at 3500ft (1090m) for 

a second successful approach to RWY 15 at 12:02:15Z landing at 12:05:57Z (figure shown on 

the next page).  

 

I captured photographs of the aircraft passing overhead at 11:52Z and again a few seconds later 

(shown below). In the first image the undercarriage is already being retracted and fully retracted 

in the second image with flaps being retracted.  

 

I then captured three photographs on the second approach at 12:05Z (seen below).  

The photographs show the aircraft 

approaching the camera, flaps and slats 

extended and undercarriage down. Then past 

the camera. Then over the runway threshold. 

Camera times are to the nearest minute and 

correlate closely with the FlightAware track 

log (shown last page). 

 

I captured an earlier photograph of the 

previous aircraft, a Pegasus Airlines (Turkish 

low-cost airline) A320neo registration TC-
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NCK, passing me on very short final at 

11:50Z (time to the nearest minute). That is, 

approximately 2 minutes before the Emirates 

A380 was in a similar position. Photograph on 

the next page.  

 

I did at first think there was a problem with 

the landing flaps. Perhaps not fully extended 

or asymmetric extension. Hence the missed 

approach. The A380 must have been in 

correct trim for landing. The Emirates flight 

crew would not have continued a non-stabilised approach. From my position I could not see 

the far end of the runway. I can only assume the Pegasus aircraft had not cleared, or not 

completely cleared, the runway after landing. Therefore, requiring the Emirates A380 

executing a missed approach.  

 

The image below, courtesy of FlightAware, is the flight track showing the initial left hand turn 

to the RWY 15 approach, the missed approach to the south and the right hand circuit to the 

second approach. The graphic below in the image shows the flight altitude profile. That is, 

altitude above sea level.  
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Was there insufficient time separation between the Emirates A380 and the Pegasus A320neo? 

Did the Pegasus aircraft take longer than expected to clear the runway. This can happen, such 

as still being too fast to take an earlier exit from the runway. The airport was not particularly 

busy. There was 6 minutes between the Emirates aircraft and a following Saudi Arabia Airlines 

aircraft. Or, was the A380 cabin still not secure for landing? That is, passengers settled and/or 

everything stowed ready for landing. This is very much doubted.  

 

Below, courtesy of FlightAware, is the track log from shortly before beginning the missed 

approach to finally landing. Notice the times are US Eastern time. Five hours must be added 

for Zulu (UTC time). 

 

 
 


